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ThreeDayWalking
Retreat- 2023

Path.Overthree dayswe expectto coveraround 33 milesof what is arguably

Thisyearwe will be takingin someof the delightsof the famousH a d r iWalh ' s
the most picturesquesectionof this 84 mile trail

Headingfrom Westto East( hopefullypickingup the benefit of the prevailingwind )
we will start at Old Wall (justto the North of CarlisleAirport ) and concludeour
pilgrimageat Heavenfield the site of the famousbattle where KingSt Oswaldand his
Northumbrian Army defeatedthe Welshunder Cardwallonin 633. Thissectionof the
route will take (in amongstothers) the forts at Birdoswaldand Vindolandaand
includethe famoussycamoregap( above).



) Minsteracres

Retreat Centre

Itinerary

Thestandarditinerary for the three daysis asbelow with eachdaynoting a second
starting point for this who do not wishto walk the full distance.Thebuswill drop off
at both startswith the group comingtogether at the secondstart point

DayOne: Old Wall to Birdoswald
Distance 10 miles
Total Ascent 900ft

SecondStart Walton - Distance? miles

DayTwo: Birdoswaldto Houseteads
Distance 12 miles
Total Ascent 2,000ft

SecondStart Walton CountryPark- Distance9 miles

DayThree: Houseteadso Heavenfield
Distance 12 miles
Total Ascent 1,200ft

SecondStart BrocolitiaFortand Temple- Distance7 miles



() Minsteracres

Retreat Centre

Maps - Pleaselgnore Weather Forecasts

Day 1
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Day1 Notes

Camboglanngwith the modern nameof Castlesteads)

Thiswasthe twelfth fort on Hadrian'swWall countingfrom the east,betweenBanna
(Birdoswald to the eastand Uxelodunum(Stanwiy to the west. It wasalmost7 miles

(11 km)westof Birdoswald pon a highbluff commandinghe Cambeck/alley.It guardedan
important approachto the Walland alsowatchedthe eastbankof the Cambeclagainst
raidersfrom the Bewcastlearea.Thesite wasdrasticallylevelledin 1791whenthe gardens
of Castlesteadsiousewere laid overit. Thename "Camboglannals believedto mean
"CrookBank",or "Bent Valley"becauset overlooksa bendin the river Irthing; the nameis
Brythonic,madeof cambo "curved,bent, crooked"and glanna'steepbank,stream/river
side,valleywith astream".

Therewassomeconfusionoverthe Romannamefor the fort. At onetime Camboglanna
wasthe acceptednamefor Birdoswald put this is now believedto be an error in the Notitia
Dignitatum TheRomannamefor Birdoswalds now thoughtto be Banna

LanercostPriory - Nearbybut not visited

ThePriorywasfoundedby Robertde Vauxbetween1165and 1174,the mostlikely date
being1169,to houseAugustiniancanons Thepriory is situatedat the villageof Lanercost
within sightof Nawoith Castle with whichit hadcloseconnectionsTheLanercost
Chronicle a thirteenth-centuryhistory of Englandandthe Warsof Scottishindependence
wascompiledby the monksof the priory.

Thededicationisto Mary Magdalene


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian%27s_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banna_(Birdoswald)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birdoswald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petriana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanwix
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bewcastle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irthing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notitia_Dignitatum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notitia_Dignitatum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banna_(Birdoswald)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_de_Vaux,_Sheriff_of_Cumberland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustinians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canon_(priest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanercost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naworth_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanercost_Chronicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanercost_Chronicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of_Scottish_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Magdalene
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LanercosPrioryfrom the south. Thefoundationsof the conventualbuildingsare in the
foreground.

Thefortunesof the priory were linkedto the state of warfareandraidson the border. The
priory wasin relativelyaffluent circumstancedefore the outbreakof the war of
Independencen 1296,andthe annualrevenueof the housewasreturnedat £7412s6din
the 1291valuationof PopeNicholadV.Butby the taxationof 1318,the valuehadfallen
almostto nothing.

BirdoswaldRomanFort

Thisfort wasknownasBanna("horn" in Celtig in Romantimes, reflectingthe geographyof
the site on atriangularspurof land boundedby cliffsto the southandeastcommandinga
broadmeanderof the Riverlrthingin Cumbriabelow.ltlis one of the bestpreservedof the
16forts alongthe wall. It isalsoattachedto the longestsurvivingstretch of Hadrian'swall.

Thiswesternpart of Hadrian'swallwasoriginallybuilt usingturf startingfrom 122 AD.The
stonefort wasbuilt sometime after the wall, in the usualplayingcardshape with gatesto
the east,westandsouth.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Irthing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playing_card

) Minsteracres

Retreat Centre

Thefort wasoccupiedby Cohord AeliaDacorumandby other Romanauxiliariesfrom
approximatelyAD126to AD400.

Thetwo-mile sectorof Hadrian'sWall either sideof Birdoswalds alsoof majorinterest. It is
currentlythe only knownsectorof Hadrian'swall in whichthe originalturf wall was
replaced probablyin the 130s,by a stonewall approximately50 metresfurther north, to
line up with the fort's north wall, insteadof at its eastandwestgates.Thereasondor this
changeare unclear,but at anyrate, this remainsthe only areain which both the wallscan
be directly compared.

Asof 2005, it isthe only site on Hadrian'sWall at which significantoccupationin the post
Romanperiod hasbeenproven.Excavationbetween1987and 1992showedanunbroken
sequenceof occupationon the site of the fort granariesyunningfrom the late Roman
period until possibly500AD.

Approximately600 metreseastof Birdoswald at the foot of an escarpment lie the remains
of Willowford bridgewhich carriedHadrian'sWallacrosshe Riverlrthing. Thewestward
movementof the river courseoverthe centurieshasleft the eastabutmentof the bridge
highanddry, while the westabutmenthasprobablybeendestroyedby erosion.
Neverthelessthe much-modifiedvisibleremainsare highlyimpressive Until 1996,these
remainswere not directly accessibldrom the fort, but they cannow be reachedby a
footbridge.

Thefort at Birdoswaldwaslinkedby a Romanroad, sometimesreferredto asthe Maiden
Way, to the outpostfort of Bewcastlesevenmilesto the north. Signalsouldbe relayed
betweenthe two forts by meansof two signallingowers


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cohors_I_Aelia_Dacorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auxiliaries_(Roman_military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian%27s_Wall#Turf_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irthing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maiden_Way
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maiden_Way
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bewcastle_Roman_Fort
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Day2 Notes
Milecastle49

MILECASTI4® & WILLOWFORBRIDGE

Thisis arepresentationof how it lookedin about 140ADwith the first bridgeat Willowford.
Sincethe wall wasbuilt the river hasmovednearly80 yds.Furtherwestandthe slopeto the
bridgeis far steeper.Asoriginallybuilt the wall would havebeenbuilt of turf with probably
awoodenpalisadeand Milecastlewould haveusedthe samematerials.Thechange
occurredfrom the westbankof the Riverlrthing. ThevisibleMilecastleis 75ft by 65ft and
replacedafter only about 10 yearsthe originalsmallerturf Milecastle.

Milecastle49 andwestto Birdoswald

Thisis one of the few placeswhere about 2 milesof Turfwall is movedwith the buildingof
the stonewall. Theturf wall joinedthe fort just north of the Eastgateof the fort, while the
stonewall alignedwith the north wall of BirdoswaldRomanFort.
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Turrets48a& 48b

Wall going west il
to Willowford

Turret48bis a similarsizeto T48aandis againrecessednto the wall. Thistime there were
4 floors 3 of whichwereflagged.

ol X

Alongthe Wall passedwillowford then decendnto the Irthing. Valley.At the end of the
wallin the pictureisthe bridgeabutmentin afield

Milecastle48

86 (ARNORIN Y BROOSWAGY

MC 48
(Poltross Burn).

10
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Thisis one of the most significantMilecastleson the Wall, both in respectof its state
preservationandthe information it hasprovided.It hasa broad gaugewall (9.5ft. thick)
built of largemasonryandis 70ft by 61ft. Insidewere 2 largestonebuildingsprobably
barracks.

Thebroadwallsindicatethat the Milecastlewasbuilt well aheadof the wall andbeforethe
decisionto narrowthe wall. In addition, there are three stepsshownin the middle picture
above,whichindicatethat the stepsled to a walkwayl12ft. from the floor. Thisisthe only
indicationanywherethat the wallsof the Milecastlewere 12ft. highandthe wall itself was
possiblyalso12ft. high.It isassumedhoughthere is no evidencethat there wasa parapet
andawalkalongthe top of the milecastleand possiblythe Wall.

Extractfrom a Houseof Common®ebate1958

dt isreliablyreportedthat on the sectionnearBirdoswaldfour workmenare employedwith
only occasionasupervisionTheydismantlethe Wall, nine feet at atime, stackingthe
squaremasonryand rubblefilling and consolidatinghe foundations.TheRomanmortar,
whichvariedin colourfrom one ageto the nextandtherefore showsrepairsand
alterations.Whichis a matter of importanceto arachnologists—is destroyedwithout
record?Farworse,the work emergingfrom the handsof theseexcellentworkmenis not
Hadrians Wall at allit isa copylostin the gifts of time.”

Hereis not the only placethis hashappened.7%of the wall is visible,of which 2%is a
nineteenthcenturyreconstrudion, from generallyfrom Romanmaterialsto hand.Ofthe

11
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remaining5%it is not known how mustof the wall hasbeenrebuilt. EnglishHeritagenow
insiststhat after anyexcavatioreverythingis re buried.

Thirlwall Castle

In the smallvalleycrossinghe RiverTipaitandthe 12th century ThirlwallCastleis on the
right. Thisislargelybuilt of stonefrom the Wall. Followthe path and crossthe Gilslandroad
into the field, the Vallumis visible.

CarvoranRomanFort

% G
N, & /

CarvoranNorth WestTower \

Asyou gothroughthe gateyou seeon the right raisedground,which are remainsof the
northwestwall. It is about 3 mileswestof GreatChestersand 3 mileseastof Birdoswald.
Thefort isinterestingin spite of the fact there isnot muchto see.lt isat the junction of the
Stanegatdthe earlierroad whichheadsto Carlislesouthof the Riverlrthing),the Maiden
Way (the road headingsouthto KirbyThore,betweenApplebyand Penrith)and Hadriar@
Wall. It isusualin that it is only 200ydssouth of the Wal.

12
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Whatyou canseeis aturf platform surroundedby a ditch with someexposedmasonryat
the North Westcornertower. It measure35ft by 360ft just under4 acres.Nextto nothing

isknownof the interior, exceptthat the bathhousewasinsidethe fort. It appearshat a
significantamountof stonehasbeenextractedfor the site.

Thefirst fort possiblydatesfrom the early 1st centuryalthoughthere isno datingevidence.
Thereareindicationsthat the fort waspossiblyreducedin sizewhenincorporatedinto the
WalldefencesThestoneouter wall wasbuilt in 136/7ADby a cohort of Hamianswho
garrisonedhe fort at that time. Usually they were SyrianArchers Asaresultof a
geophysicasurveyundertakenin 2000,it wasfound that the fort facedsouth andthereisa
very extensionciviliansettlementto the west, south,and east. Therehasbeenno extensive
excavationTheindicationisthat the site will be excavatedn the 2020s.asground,similar
to Vindolandas dryingout, whichwill destroythe artefactsunderthe fort.
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It is 6 milesfrom Housestead$o the Eastand 3 milesfrom Carvorarto the West.It is
smallerthan most Wallforts at 3 acres.A largefarm hasbeenbuilt in the north eastcorner.
It measures355ft by 419ft. andlike Housestead$aceseastandisbehindthe wall. It is
probablyan afterthoughtasit wasbuilt after 128AD It wasbuilt on the site of Milecastle
43,whichhadto be demolished Aroadleadingto the Stane@te entersthe fort at the
Southgate.

Thefirst garrisonwasthe 6th Cohortof Nervii,originallyfrom Belgium,aninfantry
regiment.In 1894duringexcavationsa hoard of jewellerywasfound, datingfrom about 70
ADto the third centuryand consideredmasterpiecesof Celticart.

’Nl ' N o 2
o ’-é::‘-%:’(ﬁ ‘.tﬁ“ﬁ,}ﬁ

TheWestgateisthe only gatevisibleand one of the gateswassoonblockedeventually,
both were blocked.Thevaultis all that remainsof the Headquarterduilding.Althoughit
cannotbe seenfrom the site, the fort hasan aqueductextending8 milesto the north
windingalongthe contoursof the hills

TheWhin Sillor GreatWhin Sill

Thisisatabularlayerof the igneousrock dolerite in CountyDurham Northumberlandand
Cumbriain the northeastof Englandlt liespartly in the North PenninesAreaof Outstanding
Natural Beautyand partly in NorthumberlandNationalParkand stretchesfrom Teesdale
northwardstowardsBerwick

It isone of the keynaturalfeaturesof the North PenninesA major outcropis at the High
Forcewaterfallin TeesdaleBamburghCastle DunstanburghCastle LindisfarneCastleand
stretchesof Hadrian'swall all strategicallytake advantageof high, rockycliff linesformed
by the sill.

TheWhin Sillcomplexis usuallydividedinto three componentsHolyIslandSill AlnwickSill
andthe Hadrian'swallPenninesSill whichwere createdby separatemagmnaflows, but at
aboutthe sametime.

ThelLittle Whin Sillis an associatedormation to the south,in Weardale

Much of the earlystudyof geologybeganin the Britishisles whencemuchof the
terminologyis derived.Quarrymenof Northern Englandusedthe term 'sill' to describea
more or lesshorizontalbody of rock.'Whin' wasappliedto dark,hardrocks Asthe intrusive

14


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igneous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolerite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Durham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northumberland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Pennines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Area_of_Outstanding_Natural_Beauty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Area_of_Outstanding_Natural_Beauty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northumberland_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teesdale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berwick-upon-Tweed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Pennines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teesdale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamburgh_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunstanburgh_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lindisfarne_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian%27s_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Holy_Island_Sill&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alnwick_Sill&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hadrian%27s_Wall-Pennines_Sill&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magma
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Little_Whin_Sill&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weardale
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igneousorigin of the Whin Sillwasdeterminedin the 19th century,the term 'sill was
adoptedby geologistdor concordant tabularintrusivebodies.

SycamoreGap

TheSycanore Gaptree is one of the most photographedin the country. It standsin a
dramaticdip in Hadriar® Wallin the NorthumberlandNationalPark.In late 2016it
took the crownfor EnglishTreeof the Yearin the WoodlandTrust@ awards.

TheRomanMilecastle39 isjustto its left. It@ known asCastleNick,asit sitsin a nick
in the hillside.

Thesite wasexcavatedbetween1908and 1911and re-excavatedbetween1982and
1987.In the south-eastcornerwasa stoneovenandthe south-west cornera
rectangula buildingwith a sunkenfloor associatedvith Romanfinds. Themilecastle
appearsto havebeenoccupieduntil the late 4th century.In the 18th century,a
possiblemilkinghousewasbuilt in the westcorner.

Thecircularwall nearbyprotectsa smallreplacementsycamoresaplingfrom the local
sheep,who would otherwisenibble on it. SycamoreGapis lookedafter by both
NorthumberlandNationalParkandthe National Trust.

15
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Day3 Notes

Housesteads

Housestead®omanFortis the remainsof an auxiliaryfort. Thefort wasbuilt in stone
aroundAD124,soonafter the constructionof the wall beganin AD122.Its namehasbeen
variouslygivenas VercoviciumBorcovicusBorcoviciumand Velurtion. The18th-century
farmhouseHousesteadgivesthe modernname/?!

Hadrian'sWallwasbegunin AD122.Afort wasbuilt in stoneat the HousesteadsRoman
Fortsite aroundAD 124 overlyingthe originalBroadWallfoundationand Turret 36B about
two milesnorth eastof an existingfort at Vindolanda Thefort wasrepairedandrebuilt
severaltimes, its northern defencesbeingparticularlyproneto collapse A substantialcivil
settlement(vicug existedto the south, outsidethe fort, and someof the stonefoundations
canstill be seen,includingthe so-called"Murder House" wheretwo skeletonswere found
beneathan apparentlynewly-laid floor when excavated.

Inthe 2nd century AD,the garrisonconsistedof an unknown double-sizedauxiliaryinfantry
cohortanda detachmentof legionariesdrom Legioll Augusta In the 3rd century, it
comprisedCohord Tungrorumaugmentedby the numerusHnaudifridiandthe Cuneus
Frisiorum a Frisiancavalryunit, cuneusreferringto a wedge formation. TheTungriansvere
still there in the 4th century,accordingo the Notitia Dignitatum By409 ADthe Romans
hadwithdrawn.

— -—

16


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auxilia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian%27s_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milecastle_36#Turret_36b
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vindolanda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicus_(Rome)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cohort_(military_unit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legionaries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legio_II_Augusta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneus_Frisionum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneus_Frisionum
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Thenorthern granaryat VercoviciumJookingeast. The pillarssupporteda raisedfloor to
keepfood dry andfree from vermin.

Thelatrinesat Housesteadsn Hadrian'sWall, hygienicallyplacedat the lowestcornerof
the fort. Thewater tank at left still hasoriginallead sealingbetweenits slabs.

Most other earlyforts straddlethe Wall andtherefore protrude into barbarianterritory. It is
alsounusualfor Britainin that it hasno runningwater supplyandis dependentupon
rainwater collection(for which purposethere is a seriesof largestonelined tanksaround
the peripheryof the defences)It alsohasone of the bestpreservedstonelatrinesin Roman
Britain.

Brocolitia- the Templeof Mithras

Thisafascinatingemple dedicatedto the godbelovedby Romansoldiers.It wasthe largest
of suchbuildingsto occupythe site and, like manyMithraic temples,it wassituatedneara
military base.

Thereare alsoafew remainsof a sacredwell dedicatedto the Celticwater goddess
Coventina.

17


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latrines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Britain
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TheRomannameof Brocolitiawasprobablybasedon the originalCelticnamefor the area
meaningBadgeoleQWe haveprovideda helpfulinformation panelthat relatesthe
historyand detailsof the BrocolitiaTempleof Mithrasto visitors.

Thealtarsin the Templeof Mithras arereplicas.Theoriginalaltarsarein afull sized
reconstructionof the interior of the CarrawburghMithraeumon displayat TheGreatNorth
Museumin NewcastleuponTyne.

Alargenumberof the altarsandvotive offeringsto the shrineto Coventinaare on displayat
the nearbyChesterlRomanFort. Also,there is a dedicatoryaltar to the Templeof Nymphs
from Brocolitiathere too.

Cilurnumor Cilurvum

Thiswasa fort mentionedin the Notitia Dignitatum It is now identified with the fort found
at ChestergalsoknownasWalwickChestergo distinguishit from other sitesnamed
Chestersn the vicinity) nearthe villageof Walwick Northumberland EnglandIt wasbuilt
in 123 AD, just after the wall'scompletion.

Clurnumis consideredo be the bestpreservedRomancavalryfort alongHadrian'swall.

Thesite guardeda bridge,Chestes Bridge carryingthe Military WayRomanroad behind
the wall acrosshe RiverNorth Tyne Massiveabutmentssurviveof this bridgeacrosshe
river from the fort. Cilurnumwasa cavalryfort at its foundation,for retaliatory raidsinto
barbarianareasnorth of the wall, then givenoverto infantry later. Hadrianhimself
encouragedhe "Cultof Disciplina"amonglegionsstationedat the wall, and an early
inscriptionon an altar dedicatedto Disciplinafoundin 1978,indicatesthe earliestknown
military presencewas awing of cavalry alaAugustaob virtutem appellata("namedAugusta
becauseof its valour").Inscriptionshavealsobeenfound showingthe Cohorsl Delmatarum
from presentdayBosniaHerzgovina(Yugoslaviapndthe Cohord VangionumMilliaria
Equitatafrom UpperRhinelandn Germanywere alsostationedhere.

FourlargeRomancolumns believedto comefrom Cilurnum,maybe seensupportingthe
southaislein the churchof StGilesat Chollerton a coupleof milesupstreamfrom the fort.

In the early 19th centuryNathanielClayton,owner of ChesterdHouseand Estate, moved
hundredsof tons of earth to coveroverthe lastremainsof the fort aspart of his parkland
landscapingtherebycreatinga smoothuninterrupted grasslandgslopedown to the River
Tyne;However he collected,beforethey disappeareda numberof Romanartefactswhich
he preservedn the family.

HissonJohnClayton a noted antiquarian when he inherited the estatein 1832,with a crew
of workmen,undid hisfather'slandscapingexposinghe fort, excavatinghe ruins,and
establishinga smallmuseumfor the finds. JohnClaytonalsopurchasedand made
excavationat Housesteads&ort, CarrawburghMithraic Temple and Carvoranandother
historicsites.

18
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Heavenfield

TheBattle of Heavenfieldvasfoughtin 633 or 634 betweena Northumbrianarmyunder
Oswaldof Berniciaanda Welsharmyunder Cadwallorap Cadfanof Gwynedd Thebattle
resultedin adecisiveNorthumbrianvictory. TheAnnalesCambriag Annalsof Wales)record
the battle asBellumCantscauin 631.Bedereferredto it asthe Battle of Deniseburnanear
Hefenfelth.

Analliancebetween Cadwallorof Gwyneddand KingPendaof Merciahadled to an
invasionof Northumbria.Thiswasan odd alliancebetweena Christianking of Brythonic
descentanda pagankingof Angliandescent.At the Battle of Hatfield Chaseon 12 October
633,the invadingWelshand Mercianshadkilled Northumbrianking Edwinand Northumbria
wassplit betweenits two sub-kingdoms Berniciaand Deira Cadwallon'saarmylaid wasteto
Northumbria.

Eanfrith who had beenexiledunder Edwin,becamekingof Berniciawhilst Deirawasruled
by Osric a cousinof Edwin.Eanfrith'sreignwasshort, ashe was killed by Cadwallonwhilst
trying to negotiatepeace.Accordingo Bede Osricwaskilled by Cadwallorwhilsttrying to
besiegehim. Eanfrith'sbrother, Oswald then returned from seventeernyearsof exilein D4
Riatato claimthe crownof Northumbria.However the threat of Cadwalloringeredand
Oswaldhadto raiseanarmyassom aspossibleto dealwith hisinvadingforce.

It seemsthat the Welsharmyadvancedorthward from Yorkalongthe line of DereStreet
Oswaldwho may havebeenaccompaniedy aforce of Scotstook up a defensiveposition
besidethe RomanWwall, about 6 km (4 mi) north of Hexham It wasclaimedthat the night
beforethe battle, Oswaldhad a visionof SaintColumbain whichthe saintforetold that
Oswaldwould be victorious.Oswald placedhisarmysothat it wasfacingeast,with its
flanksshieldedby Brady'sCragto the north andthe Wallto the south.Accordingo Bede,
Oswaldraiseda cross and prayedfor victory alongsidehistroops.

It is believedthat the Welshhad greaternumbers but they were forcedto attackfrom the
eastalongthe narrow front betweenthe Walland Brady'sCragwherethey were hemmed
in andunableto outflankthe Northumbrians|t isnot knownhow longthe battle lastedor
what the losseswere, but the Welshline finally broke. Thisbegana headlongflight
southwardby the Welsh,pursuedby the vengefulNorthumbrians ManyWelshsoldiers
were cut down asthey ran, andaccordingo Bede,Cadwallorwascaughtaround16 km
south of Heavenfieldandkilled at a placecalledDenisesburng'Brookof Denisus')now
identified asthe RowleyBurn (sometimesRowleyBrook)nearWhitley Chapel.

Thebattle wasa decisivevictory for Oswaldandit waslikelythat the Welshlosseswere
substantial Afterwards,dueto the miraculousvictory by Oswald'ssmallerforce,the main
battle site becameknownasHeavenfieldHeofenfeld)and becamea placeof pilgrimagefor
Christiansat the time.

After the battle, Oswaldre-united Deirawith Berniciaand becamekingof all Northumbria.
Bedebelievedthat the importanceof the battle wasthat it restoredChristianityto
Northumbria.Oswaldspenteight yearsuponthe Northumbrianthrone before he waskilled
in the Battle of Maserfield Oswaldwassucceededskingof Northumbriaby his brother
Oswiu
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St(King) Oswald

Oswald(Old Englishpronunciation:['o:zwa d]; ¢ 604—5 August641/642) wasKingof
Northumbriafrom 634 until hisdeath,andis veneratedasa saint of whomthere wasa
particularcult in the Middle Ages.

Oswaldwasthe sonof Ahelfrith of Berniciaand cameto rule after spendinga periodin
exile After defeatingthe Welshruler Cadwallorap Cadfan Oswaldbroughtthe two
Northumbriankingdomsof Berniciaand Deiraonceagainundera singleruler, and
promotedthe spreadof Christianityin Northumbria.Hewasgivena stronglypositive
assessmeniy the historianBede writing alittle lessthan a centuryafter Oswald'sdeath,
who regardedOswaldasa saintlyking;it isalsoBedewho is the main sourcefor present
dayhistoricalknowledgeof Oswald After eightyearsof rule, in whichhe wasthe most
powerful ruler in Britain, Oswaldwaskilled in the Battle of Maserfieldwhile fightingthe
forcesof Pendaof Mercia,who then himselfwasdefeatedby Oswald'sorother Oswiu.

Oswald'dather Ahelfrith wasa suc@ssfulBernicianruler who, after someyearsin power
in Berniciaalsobecamekingof Deira,andthuswasthe first to rule both of the kingdoms
whichwould cometo be consideredhe constituentkingdomsof Northumbria.lt would,
however,be anachronistido refer to a"Northumbrian”peopleor identity at this early
stage ,whenthe Berniciansaandthe Deiranswere still clearlydistinctpeoples.Oswald's
mother, Achaof Deirg wasa memberof the Daran royalline whom Ahelfrith apparently
marriedaspart of hisacquisitionof Deiraor consolidationof powerthere. Oswaldwas
apparentlybornin or aroundthe year604,sinceBedesaysthat he waskilled at the ageof
38in 642; Ahelfrith's acquisiton of Deirais alsobelievedto haveoccurredaround604.

Ahelfrith, who wasfor yearsa successfulvar-leader,especiallyagainstthe native British,
waseventuallykilledin battle around616 by Raedwaldf EastAngliaat the Riverldle. This
defeatmeantthat an exiledmemberof the Deiranroyalline, Edwin(Acha'sorother),
becamekingof Northumbria,and Oswaldand hisbrothersfled to the north. Oswaldthus
spentthe remainderof hisyouthin the Scottishkingdomof D4 Riatain northern Britain,
where he wasconvertedto ChristianityHe mayalsohavefoughtin Irelandduringthis
period of exile.lt hasbeenconsideredhat Oswaldis one of the three Saxorprinces
mentionedin the Irishpoem TogailBruidneDaDerga beingnamedas'Osalt'in that work.

After Cadwallorap Cadfanthe kingof Gwyneddin alliancewith the paganPendaof

Mercia, killed Edwinof Deirain battle at Hatfield Chasan 633 (or 632,dependingon when
the yearsusedby Bedeare consideredo havebegun),Northumbriawassplit into its
constituentkingdomsof Berniciaand Deira.Oswald'sorother Eanfrithbecameking of
Berniciabut he waskilled by Cadwallonn 634 (or 633)after attemptingto negotiatepeace.
SubsequentlyDswald at the headof a smallarmyi®! (possiblywith the aid of alliesfrom the
north, the Scotsand/or the Picts), met Cadwallorin battle at HeavenfieldnearHexham
Beforethe battle, tradition saysOswaldhad a woodencrosserected;he knelt down,
holdingthe crossin positionuntil enoughearth had beenthrown in the hole to makeit
stand firm. Hethen prayedand askedhisarmyto join in.
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Adomnanin hisLife of SaintColumbaoffersalongeraccount,which Abbot S&géne had
heardfrom Oswaldhimself.Oswald he sayshada visionof Columbahe night beforethe
battle, in whichhe wastold

Bestrongand act manfully.Behold,l will be with thee. Thiscomingnight go out from your
campinto battle, for the Lordhasgrantedme that at this time your foesshallbe put to
flight and Cadwallonyour enemyshallbe deliveredinto your handsandyou shallreturn
victoriousafter battle andreignhappily.

Oswalddescribedhisvisionto hiscouncilandall agreedthat they would be baptisedand
acceptChristianityafter the battle. In the battle that followed, the Welsh(Brytons)were
routed despitetheir superia numbers;Cadwallorhimselfwaskilled.

A mapshowingthe generallocationsof the AngloSaxorpeoplesaroundthe year600

Followingthe victory at Heavenfield Oswaldreunited Northumbriaand re-establishedthe
Berniciansupremacywhich hadbeeninterrupted by Edwin.Bedesaysthat Oswaldheld
imperiumfor the eightyearsof hisrule (both Bedeandthe AngloSaxonChroniclesaythat
Oswald'seignwasactuallyconsideredo be nineyears,the ninth yearbeingaccountedfor
by assigningo Oswaldthe yearprecedinghisrule, "on accountof the heathenismpractised
by thosewho had ruled that one yearbetweenhim and Edwin'™*%)), andwasthe most
powerful kingin Britain. In the 9th-century AngloSaxonChronicleneisreferredto asa
Bretwalda AdomnandescribeOswaldas"ordainedby GodasEmperorof all Britain".

Oswaldseemsto havebeenwidelyrecognizedasoverlord,althoughthe extentof his
authority isuncertain.Bedemakesthe claimthat Oswald'broughtunderhisdominionall
the nationsand provincesof Britain", which,asBedenotes,wasdividedby languageamong
the EnglishBritons,ScotsandPicts;however,he seemso underminehisown claimwhen
he mentionsat anotherpoint in his historythat it wasOswad's brother Oswiuwho made
tributary the Pictsand Scots AnIrishsource the Annalsof Tigernachrecordsthat the
AngloSaxondandedtogetheragainstOswaldearlyin hisreign;this mayindicatean
attempt to put anendto Oswald'soverlordshipsouth of the Humber, which presumably
failed 8l

21


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adomn%C3%A1n_of_Iona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A9g%C3%A9ne_of_Iona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_Chronicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paganism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bretwalda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annals_of_Tigernach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber

) Minsteracres

Retreat Centre

Settlements of Angles, Saxons
and Jutes in Britain in about 600

Celtic peoples

Angles

. Saxons

Jutes

sea, swamp
or alluvium

| " Humber Estuary

-

™
./

TheMercians who participatedin Edwins defeatin 633,seemto havepresentedan
obstacleto Oswald'sauthority southof the Humber,althoughit hasbeengenerallythought
that OswalddominatedMerciato somedegreeafter Heavenfield It mayhavebeento
appeaseéOswaldthat Pendahad Eadfrith,a capturedsonof Edwin(andthus a dynasticrival
of Oswald)killed, althoughit is alsopossiblethat Pendahad his own motivesfor the killing.
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Oswaldapparentlycontrolledthe Kingdomof Lindseygiventhe evidenceof a storytold by
Bederegardingthe movingof Oswald'sbonesto a monasterythere; Bedesaysthat the
monksrejectedthe bonesinitially becauseOswaldhadruled overthem asa foreignking.To
the north, it mayhavebeenOswald who conqueredthe Gododdin Irishannalsrecordthe
siegeof Edinburghthoughtto havebeenthe royal strongholdof the Gododdin,in 638,and
this seemso markthe end of the kingdom;that this siegewasundertakenby Oswaldis
suggestedy the apparentcontrol of the areaby his brother Oswiuin the 650s.

Oswaldseemsto havebeenon goodtermswith the WestSaxonshe stood assponsorto
the baptismof their king, Cynegilsand married Cynegilstlaughter.Hernameis reported by
only one source,Reginaldf Durhanis 12th centuryVita S.Oswaldiwhich saysthat it was
KyneburgaAlthoughOswaldhad one knownson, Ahelwald, it is uncertainwhetherthis
wasa sonfrom hismarriageto Cynegilstaughteror from anearlierrelationship—since
Ahelwaldbeganrulingin Deirain 651,it hasbeenarguedthat a sonfrom this marriage
would havebeentoo youngat the time to be trusted with this position,andtherefore may
havebeenolder,the productof arelationshipOswaldhad duringhisexile.

AlthoughEdwinhad previouslyconvertedto Christianityin 627,it wasOswaldwho did the
mostto spreadthe religionin Northumbria.Shortlyafter becomingking,he askedthe Irish
of DalRiatato senda bishopto facilitate the conversiornof hispeople.Thelrishat first sent
an "austere"bishopwho wasunsuccessfuh hismission,and subsequentlysentAidan who
proposeda gentlerapproach.Oswaldgavethe islandof Lindisfarnego Aidanashisepiscopal
see Aidanachievedgreatsuccessn spreadinghe Christianfaith. Bedementionsthat
OswaldactedasAidan'sinterpreter whenthe latter waspreachingsinceAidandid not
know Englishwell and Oswaldhadlearnedlrishduringhisexile.

AlthoughOswaldcouldbe interpreted asa martyr for hisdeathin battle, Bedeputsaclear
emphasioon Oswaldbeingsaintlyasa king.Bededoes not focuson hismartyrdomasbeing
primaryto hissainthood—indeed,it hasbeennoted that Bedeneverusesthe word
"martyr" in referenceto Oswald Bede'sportrayalof Oswaldstandsout asunusualasaking
regardedassaintlyfor hislife while ruling, in contrastto a kingwho givesup the kingshipin
favourof religiouslife, or who is veneratedbecauseof the mannerof hisdeath.Bede
recountsOswald'sgenerosityto the poor andto strangersandtells a story highlightingthis
characteristicon one occasionat Easter Oswaldwassitting at dinnerwith Aidan,andhad
"a silverdishfull of daintiesbefore him", whena servant,whom Oswald'had appointedto
relievethe poor"”, camein andtold Oswaldthat a crowd of the poor were in the streets
beggngalmsfrom the king. Oswald accordingo Bede,thenimmediatelyhad hisfood
givento the poor andevenhadthe dishbrokenup anddistributed. Aidanwasgreatly
impressedand seizedOswald'sight hand,stating:"May this handneverperish."
AccordinglyBedereportsthat the handand armremaineduncorruptedafter Oswald's
death.

It wasa conflictwith the paganMerciansunder Pendathat provedto be Oswald'sundoing.
Hewaskilledin 642,by the Merciansat the Battle of Maserfield in Oswestry(although
other candidatedor the locationof the battle havebeensuggestedandhisbodywas
dismemberedBedementionsthe storythat Oswald'endedhislife in prayer": he prayedfor
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the soulsof hissoldierswhen he sawthat he wasaboutto die. Oswald'sheadandlimbs
were placedon stakes.

Thetraditional identificationof the battle site with Oswestry probablyin the territory of
Powysat the time, suggestshat Pendamayhavehad Britishalliesin this battle, andthisis
alsosuggestedy survivingWelshpoetry whichhasbeenthoughtto indicatethe
participationof the menof Powysin the battle. It hasalsobeenconsideredhat, if the
traditional identificationof the site asOswestryis correct,Oswaldwason the offensive,in
the territory of hisenemies.Thiscouldconflictwith Bede'ssaintlyportrayalof Oswald since
anaggressivavar could hardlyqualifyasa just war, perhapsexplainingwhy Bedeis silent
on the causeof the war—he saysonly that Oswalddied "fighting for hisfatherland—as
well ashisfailure to mention other offensivewarfare Oswaldis presumedto haveengaged
in betweenHeavenfieldand Maserfield.Oswaldmayhavehadanally in Pendas$ brother
Eowa who wasalsokilled in the battle, accordingo the HistoriaBritonnumand Annales
Cambriaewhile the sourceonly mertions that Eowawaskilled, not the sideonwhichhe
fought, it hasbeenspeculatedhat Eowawassubjectto Oswaldandfightingalongsidenim
in the battle, in oppositionto Pen

Oswaldsooncameto be regardedasa saint. Bedesaysthat the spotwhere he died cameto
be associatedvith miracles and peopletook dirt from the site, whichledto a hole being
dugasdeepasa man'sheight. Reginalcof Durhamrecountsanothermiracle,sayingthat his
right arm wastakenby a bird (perhapsaraven) to an ashtree, which gavethe tree ageless
vigour;whenthe bird droppedthe arm onto the ground,a springemergedfrom the ground.
Boththe tree andthe spring were, accordingo Reginaldsubsequentlyassociatedvith
healingmiracles.Aspectf the legendhavebeenconsideredo havepaganovertonesor
influences—this mayrepresenta fusionof his statusasa traditional Germaniowvarrior-king
with Christianity. Thenameof the site, Oswestryor "Oswald'sTree",is generallythought to
be derivedfrom Oswald'sdeaththere andthe legendssurroundingit. Hisfeastdayis 5
August.Thecult surroundinghim evengainedprominencein partsof continentalEurope;
cf.Oz b @nlSlovenia.

Bedementionsthat Oswald'sorother Oswiy who succeededDswaldin Berniciafetrieved
Oswald'semainsin the yearafter hisdeath. In writing of one miracleassociatedvith
Oswald Bedegivessomeindicationof how Oswaldwasregardedin conquerediands:years
later, whenhis nieceOsthrythmovedhisbonesto BardneyAbbeyin Lindseyits inmates
initially refusedto acceptthem, "though they knewhimto be a holy man”, becausé'he was
originallyof anotherprovince,andhadreignedoverthem asaforeignking”,andthus "they
retainedtheir ancientaversionto him, evenafter death”. It wasonly after Oswald'sbones
were the focusof an awe-inspiringmiracle—in which,duringthe night, a pillar of light
appearedoverthe wagonin whichthe boneswere beingcarriedandshoneup into the
sky—that they were acceptedinto the monastery:"in the morning,the brethrenwho had
refusedit the daybefore,beganthemselvesarnestlyto praythat thoseholyrelics,so
belovedby God,might be depositedamongthem".

In the early 10th century,Bardneywasin Vikingterritory, andin 909, followinga combined
WestSaxomand Mercianraid led by Ahelflaed, daughterof Alfredthe Great StOswald's
relicswere translatedto a new minsterin GloucesteywhichwasrenamedStOswald's
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Prioryin hishonour./Ahelfleed, and her husband/&helred, ealdormanof Mercia, were
buriedin the priory, andtheir nephew,KingZthelstanwasa major patron of Oswald'scult.

Oswald'sheadwasinterred in DurhamCathedratogetherwith the remainsof Cuthbertof
Lindisfarng(a saintwith whom Oswaldbecameposthumouslyassociatedalthoughthe two
were not associatedn life; Cuthbertbecamebishopof Lindisfarnemore than forty years
after Oswald'sdeath)andother valuablesin a quicklymadecoffin, whereit isgenerally
believedto remain,althoughthere are at leastfour other claimedheadsof Oswaldin
continentalEurope Oneof hisarmsis saidto haveendedup in PeterboroughAbbeylater in
the Middle Ages.Thestoryisthat a smallgroup of monksfrom Peterboroughmadetheir
wayto Bamburghwhere Oswald'suncorruptedarmwaskept andstoleit underthe coverof
darknessTheyreturnedwith it to Peterboroughandin duetime a chapelwascreatedfor
the arm—Oswald'SChapelMinusthe arm, this canbe seento this dayin the southtransept
of the cathedral. Whencreatingthis chapelthe monksof Peterboroughhadthought of how
they hadacquiredit andbuilt into the chapela narrowtower — just big enoughfor a monk
to climbto the top by aninternal stairand standguardover Oswald'sarm 24 hoursa day,
everydayof the year.Themonkhadto standbecausehe tower is not largeenoughfor him
to sit—sitting couldlull him to sleep—andthey knewwhat couldhappenwhenno-onewas
watching.

Severakthurcheshearthe nameof StOswald,ncludingTheChurchof SaintOswaldon the
locationof the woodencrossleft by Oswaldat Heavenfieldithe night before the battle. This
wasrebuiltin 1717.StOswald'sGrasmerds purportedly on one of the siteshe preachedon,
on a bankof the RiverRothay WilliamWordsworth'sgraveis locatedin the cemeteryhere.
StOswald'sChurch,ComptonAbdalein Gloucestershirevasdedicatdto StOswald
following Aghelfleed's foundation of StOswald'sPrioryin 909. StOswald'sCatholicChurch
liesto the north of PeterboroughCity Centre.

SomeEnglistplacenamesrecordhisreign,for exampleit hasbeenclaimedthat
Oswaldtwistlein Lancashire- meaningthe twistle of Oswald-islinkedto the saint,
althoughit's morelikelyto be the nameof the owner of the land. Kirkoswaldn Cumbriais
sonamedbecaussit is believedthat hisbodywastakenthere after hisdeah. Thelocal
churchisascribedo him. AnotherKirkoswaldn Scotlandalsocommemorateshim.
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